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Welcome 


We welcome with this issue a host of 
new subscribers who have joined a growing 
fellowship of truth through the Christmas 
gift subscription offer which our readers 
have so generously utilized. setween the 
Lines has been building an ever-growing 
fellowship of truth, a body of Christian lay 
people who are distinguished in their com- 
munities for being the best informed and 
most keenly aware of the issues of the day. 
Many important current developments exist 
beneath the surface—trends that censorship 
and suppression of news have kept from the 
public eye. Through its wide-spread and 
authoritative contacts, Between the Lines 
has been able constantly to inform its 
readers of these developments until, as one 
subscriber wrote, “It is most satisfactory to 
read the newspapers and see so many things 
coming to pass that your reports have pre- 
pared us to recognize and understand.” 

But to do this we 
particular set of 
This information service must present a 
courageous, straight-forward type of re- 
porting, and it takes a stout-hearted Chris- 
tian to understand and = appreciate it. 
Through the months and years we are build- 
ing up just that kind of clientele which, 
because of this very prerequisite, is rapidly 
becoming a most influential and significant 
list of names. 


cannot 
opinions or 


protect any 
prejudices. 


To those who have helped us—and there 
are thousands—we say thank you. To those 
who have just entered this fellowship we 
say welcome. And to all—Happy New Year. 


Accounting—Utilities’ Version 


It isn’t the revolutionaries who are de- 
stroying capitalism, it is the capitalists who 


put profits before ethics. We have reported 
to our readers from time to time on the 
trend toward publicly-owned power to re- 
place privately-owned and operated power 
corporations. The reason for this impor- 
tart trend is not hard for the average citizen 
to understand when he begins to see how 
the earth’s resources are being exploited for 
the benefit of the few. 

Recent actions of the Federal Power 
Commission have exposed the practice fol- 
lowed by the promoters of numerous utilities 
of so inflating company “book values,’—on 
which consumer charges are based,—that 
sometimes the mark-ups exceeded the actual 
value of the power plants. Such inflated 
capitalization, claims the FPC, was written 


(Continued on next page) 


DAVID LAWRENCE, EDITOR OF U. S. NEWS and one of America’s most 
authoritative journalist. voices, commenting on the fact that this war has really been 
going on for 30 years, recently wrote: “I believe the real answer to the question ‘When 
will the war end?’ is to be found in an appraisal of the spiritual progress which the 
world is making. I would affirm that answer and add that the spiritual regeneration 
of the individual is even more explicitly the answer.” (Italics ours). When our pastors 
say something like that we remain unmoved. When an outstanding newspaper man 
and editor says it we dare not remain unmoved. 


X-Ray and Forecast 


Events have again shown how utterly beyond the capacity of man are the problems 
of the hour, for Churchill and Roosevelt have missed their guesses about the war as 
much as the rest of us,—only when they guess wrong, it costs thousands of lives and 
millions of dollars. 

Here is an outline of the almost incredible situation this country finds itself in,— 
much of it having been kept from the general public. 


Present Difficulties 


Present difficulties on our European front are chiefly caused by the fact that the 
war in Europe did not end in the fall as Churchill and Roosevelt thought it would at 
their Quebec Conference. It was there that they started the ball rolling for a wide 
Pacific offensive that would take large amounts of our shipping out of the Atlantic 
area. The Germans, with great cunning, have forced the war into the winter months 
where the advantages are all on the side of defense. We are now in the grip of the 
biggest winter battle of world history, with our shipping dislocated to support our big 
Pacific offensive. So the Nazis have gotten us completely off balance and with skill and 
desperation have been fully capitalizing on their advantage. 


Diplomatic Front 


On the diplomatic front, the bottom has dropped out of the war of ideals which was 
so profusely established by. the United Nations propaganda at the beginning of the war. 
Roosevelt, under the proddings of Washington's newsmen, has admitted that there ts 
really no Atlantic Charter, nor has there ever been any such thing as a real signed docu- 
ment of that name which could be expected to hold men or nations to any agreement. 
It is harsh to say, but you can be sure of one thing,—the American people and the little 
people all over the world have never been so brazenly deceived in the records of modern 
statesmanship. We predict that this will cost our civilization heavily in disillusionment 
and cynicism. 


Embarrassing Position 


Our leadership has been maneuvered into another embarrassing and costly situation 
over Greek agreements. Churchill has bluntly charged that Roosevelt has agreed to 
British “adjustments” in Greece. But when the Greek situation exploded, Roosevelt, 
seeing trouble if he became associated with such betrayal as the Greek civil outbreaks 
involved, tried to extricate himself by the State Department announcements of Amer- 
ican policy of hands-off in the new governments of the liberated countries. Churchill 
has barely suppressed his anger and resentment over this, and at the time of this writ- 
ing it is not yet clear what the next Roosevelt move will be to bridge the gap in co- 
operation and official courtesy which this situation.has created. By the time you read 
this, such gestures will no doubt have been made. 


Secret Agreements 


All this lets the cat out of the bag on the secret agreements, and it is becoming a 
very noisy pussy indeed. In spite of all the official announcements to the contrary, 
it is openly admitted in Washington now that the whole Greek-Italian-Polish settle- 
ments have been handled only by secret agreements made by the big three, agreements 
that are falling to pieces when they are forced before the moral judgment of men. In 
this fact certainly there is room for real satisfaction,—that the quickened conscience 
of modern man will not permit without protest an indefinite continuation of the old 
unmoral power politics of the past. 


(Continued on next page) 
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X-Ray and Forecast 
(Continued from middle page) 


The Katyn Murders 

A story of deep tragedy running through the plight of Poland 
is being quite generally suppressed since exposure would reveal the 
double crossing, betrayal and brutality that underlies the 
European diplomatic struggle. You will remember that 10,000 bodies 
of Polish soldiers were found in common graves in the forests of 
Katyn, Russia. When discovery of the bodies was made, the Nazis 
didn’t fail to make every possible use of the incident for propaganda 
purposes, accusirg the Russians of the mass murders. The Germans 
had advanced into Russia as far as the Katyn district and Moscow 
countered with propaganda blasts putting all blame on the Nazis, de 
tailing how the Polish Army men had fallen into German hands. 


whole 


The Polish government-in-exile began to make inquiries through 
underground connections and, as reports began to pour in from Polish 
sources, the Polish government in London and Polish 
in the United States all insisted that the massacre had occvrred at 
the hands of the Russians. London and Washington quickly put the 
hush-hush on the Polish voices so that they would not disturb the 
delicate balance of London-Moscow-Washington relations. 


representatives 


Nevertheless the Polish government in London and its compatriots 
in America continued to gather information through underground 
channels. However, the impressive evidence concerning the Katyn 
massacre will no doubt never be allowed to reach the eves of the 
general public. This evidence supports the belief that the 10,000 
Poles were killed by the Soviet secret police in the winter of 1941-42, 
and that these 10,000 were not just Polish war prisoners but Polish 
Army officers representing the cream of the trained men of Poland’s 
armed forces. When Hitler struck Poland from the west, the Soviet 
armies marched in from the east and, as the Polish Army foundered 
helplessly before these giant assaults, the Polish officers simply had 
to accept whatever fate befell them. Many of them, as they retreated 
before the Nazi push, fell into Russian nands. 

\American-Polish spokesman insist that these officers were brutal- 
ly murdered as the first step in the Russian plan to absorb 
large areas of Poland irto the Soviet, to make sure that there would 
not be sufficient trained leadership available in defeated Poland to 
organize and generate military opposition to Moscow plans. Any 
such statement of this, of course, brings angry denidls from Moscow 
and it is well to remember that Nazi plans for the occupation of 
Poland and Russia would also have been aided by the Katyn mas- 
sacre in the same way that it aided Soviet plans. 

Polish-Americans present evidence that the 10,000 officers, hun- 
dreds of whose bodies were exhumed by both German and Russian 
“boards of inquiry” as each nation occupied the Katyn areas, were 
all systematically shot in the back of the head, their hands tied be- 
hind their backs. Also, nearly all the victims were said to have 
worn heavy winter overcoats and boots, supporting the belief that 
they were killed in winter. Nazi occupation was limited to the 
summer months. It will probably be many years after the war be- 
fore this mystery is cleared up and, when it is, it will be ene of 
the great stories of war for all time. The Katyn forests will for- 
ever be a dark and brooding reminder of the cruelty and heartless- 
ness of man against his brother. 


United Nations vs China 

In all the confused and contradictory reports on the Chinese- 
United Nations’ problem, in which a showdown is now prevailing, 
there are facts, verified by the most trustworthy Christian sources, 
that should be clear in our minds. The Chiang Kai-shek govern- 
ment has been secretly and constantly sabotaged by the Churchill-led 
British policy of keeping China weak. The London leaders, most of 
whom have large investments in the Indian, Burmese and Malayan 
areas, know that a strong China inevitably means a vastly stronger 
Indian position. Stalin secretly supports the powerful communist 
movement in China and he tries to weaken the position of the Chiang 
government which has maintained a strong anti-communist attitude 
since 1927. The United States, trying not to he party to either 
side of this diplomatic conflict, has done everything possible to get 
on with the war with Japan as swiftly and successfuly as possible. 
However, the war with Japan is of purely secondary interest to Mos- 
cow and London as any careful examination of British and Soviet 
maneuvers of the past three years reveals. The Japanese are fully 
exploiting this situation to their own advantage, a fact which is 
costing America thousands of lives and billions of dollars. 


Brother Jim Crow, the Story of the FEPC 
Part IV 


Between the Lines has been presenting to its readers a special 
survey, based on a Post-War World Council report, of the Fair Em- 
ployment Practice Committee. The FEPC was set up to help eliminate 
race discrimination in the booming, man-power-hungry war industries 
at a time when race tension was high. It has achieved considerable 
success along these lines and has averted what might have been ex- 
tensive and violent disorders, but the color bar still prevails in in- 
dustry and also in powerful unions, notably the railroad brother- 
hoods. Most race conflicts are rooted in economic competition and 
are sharpened during a depression, for in an economy of abundance 

perhaps only in such an economy—do race problems become relative- 
ly easy of solution. 


The New Negro 


Discrimination against Negroes in industry, color bars in union 
constitution and rituals, a Jim Crow Army and Navy—all these 
things are strictly in the pattern of Hitlerian racism which we are 
fighting. Contemporary liberals, progressive laborites and churchmen 
cannot evade or compromise this issue any more than the Aboli- 
tionists could compromise the issue of chattel slavery. They will 


be well advised, incidentally, to realize that in any case the Negroes 
themselves will not compromise it. 
s 


All sections of Negro opinion are united in the demand for full 
economic and social, as well as political, equality. This, as A. Philip 
Randolph, head of the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters, has 
recently pointed out, is not something to be alarmed about. On the 
contrary it is a basically healthy manifestation, which, given the sup- 
port of informed white liberals both north and south will do much 
to ease tensions and facilitate the transition to a new and far sounder 
phase of race relationship in this country. 

The issue is far from settled. All one can say is that the status 
quo is broken and cannot be restored; not in industry, nor in educa- 
tion, not even in the Army and Navy where the concessions to pres- 
sure have been least significant. We must go either backward or 
forward. If we are to escape being overwhelmed by a wave of 
reaction more devastating than that which followed World War I, 
it had better be forward—and fast. 


Obstacles 


We have emphasized the progress made in opening up war in- 
dustries to Negro workers, but it would be unrealistic not to re- 
cognize that only a bare beginning has been made thus far. Accord- 
ing to a recent survey by the War Manpower Commission, 51 per 
cent of the expected job openings in 1943 were still barred to Ne- 
groes, althovgh a million Negro men and women were still un- 
employed. 

In the field of education the balance sheet is also still unfavorable. 
True, more than 4,800 Negroes received college degrees in 1941, and 
more than 56,000 completed trades, industrial, professional and 
clerical courses. By the end of 1942 an additional 56,600 were en- 
rolled in rapidly expanding defense training courses. But a month 
after Pearl Harbor only 194 of the 4,630 training courses accepted 
Negroes—this although the bill that provided $60,000 to finance these 
courses forbade discrimination. There has been some improvement 
in this situation, but little or none in the long-standing disparity be- 
tween the educational facilities available to Negroes and to whites 
in the south. There many Negro schools are open only three or 
four months in the year and are taught by teachers paid $25 or $30 
a month. In 1936 a survey of ten southern states showed annual 
per-pupil expenditures of $17.04 for Negro children as against $49.30 
for white children. 


Lincoln said the help of the Negroes, following the Emancipation 
Proclamation, was decisive in saving the nation. Quite possibly 
some future historian may write that the failure to end discrimina- 
tion and Jim Crowism in the armed forces was decisive in losing us, 
not the war, but the peace. 


Unquestionably, the Negro is moving out of his second-class status 
in all departments of life. Has white liberalism enough liberalism 
to meet him halfway? Is there sufficient imagination, tolerance, 
and statesmanship on the both sides to accomplish the transition 
sanely and without violence? The future will show. 





